
QUOTAS

Towards the end of this period, the consistent and extreme lack of 
representation of women in decision-making centres, and especially in the 
Parliament, is regarded as a significant democratic deficit by the feminists. 
Therefore, as is the case elsewhere in the Western world, arguments 
regarding the participation of women in political life through quotas become 
more and more relevant. The League for Woman’s Rights [Syndesmos 
gia ta Dikaiomata tis Gynaikas] and large-scale women’s organisations, 
as well as party sections, demand the adoption of legislative measures 
that will force political parties to stop ignoring women when drawing up 
their candidate lists. This situation causes various and diverse reactions: 
men politicians react as this would limit the number of male candidates 
and some women politicians disagree arguing that their careers should 
not be based on positive discrimination. In addition, not all feminists agree 
on this demand as many of them disconnect the politician’s gender from 
the gender of politics and believe that the elimination of gender-based 
discrimination is not necessarily related to the physical presence of women 
in politics. The demand fails to be addressed in the 1980s and is only 
settled in the early 21st century.
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